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Censorship for Christmas
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By PAUL G. CONLON

Paul G. Conlen {pictured)

Knock knock.

It's not the start of a joke—
it's the sound I waited for every
Christmas Eve as a child. With
German heritage, our family
celebrated early, and that knock
mexnt Sanfta’s gift sack waited at
the doar.

I later learned it was oy father’s
knuckles and nry parents® gifts.
The one I remember most wasn't
wrapped in paper, bat in a lessom,
I've camied since.

Ome year, more than snything,
wanted a SEGA Megadrve. It would
have been the first saming console
allowed into our home and eaming
it wasn't puaranteed. Wiy parents
weighed it carefully. Wiould it distrace
me from chares? Affect schoal?
Could I handle the responsibility?
These were judzements only 3 family
with skin in the game conld make,
not 8 mule reducible to age.

When I finally unmrapped
that Megadrive, it wasn't just a
present. [t was 8 coming-of-age, a
sizmal T was ready for technology
that conld shape my habits

Thess changes unwind centuries
of hard-won liberties. The hagns
Carta began a long drift of power
awxay from rolers; this policy pulls
it back. And the human cost isn't
acknowledzed.

Children need risk to mature.
Riding horses, using power tools,
navigating early responsibilities
give young people measurad

EXpOsUre to consequences and
Erowith.

In fact, an Anstralian flight
instracter can deem a fifteen-
year-pld ready to fiy a plane solo.
Yer that same teenager is now
considered too fragile by Canberrs
to watch YouTobe cat videos for
amother year. Is it aomy wonder our
children struggle to form a healthy
semse of self?

If child protection is the meric,
why was Pombuob exchuded? Why
are the plarforms most effective
npn]ilics.ldalmemﬂalmnaliw

making it up on the fiv—32.5
million young people are being
disrespected and everyone’s
privacy treated like a joke ™
He's right. New resirictions and

requirements appear weskly.
Th.a:‘shmscupe ueq)wmts.

essentials become condifonal—a
Children lose rites of passage.
Families lose rights of judzement.
This isn’t theary. It's unfolding
now, in the wesks before
Christmas. What legacy will we
bequeath—esmed autonomy ar
dictated prohibition?
Will our children’s Christmases
be Merry ... or Monitored?
For practical sieps to protect
Your family’s digital anionomy,
visit Paul G. Conlon’s
Weekend Anonymity course af
weekendanon.com
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